THE  LETTERS   OF   KING   HENRY  VIII

For likeas we have only heard, and that not without the
consent of our said good brother the Emperor, who hath himself
done the semblable, so you may say he may be assured we will
never consent or agree to any accord with the said French King,
without such a regard be first had for his satisfaction as our amity
doth require. Whereunto if the said French King shall refuse to
agree, our said good brother may be assured that we will never
take peace with him, although he would for our particular satis-
faction make us never so large a proffer. Wherefore, seeing the
said French King hath now offered unto us to be advised by us
concerning the satisfaction of our said good brother, we, minding
in no wise to work without him, and thinking we shall the better
proceed in this matter with his advice and counsel, desire to be
informed what things he will be contented withal, and to signify
unto us by degrees what he will first ask; and secondly, to what
point he will resolve to come to at the last, to the intent we may
work for him thereafter accordingly; praying him to send the
same unto us in writing signed with his hand, like as we for our
part will use the semblable manner of proceedings with him
touching the declaration of our mind for such things as we would
have brought to pass for our satisfaction, in case the French King
shall upon occasion enter to practise with him, and that our good
brother doth advertise us of the same. By this mean, the one of
us knowing what the other would desire, may make our bargain
the better with our adversary, and provide for another's benefit
and commodity as occasion shall require, and yet in the mean
season to let nothing of our enterprises: nothing doubting but,
as we will have such a regard of his honour and profit as becometh
one perfect friend to have of another, so he will use himself
towards us in semblable manner. Requiring you for the obtain-
ing of his said demands, with a perfect answer in the premises,
to use such dexterity as we may have the same from you within
these 15 or 20 days at the furthest, and so to handle the matter,
with the Emperor and Monsr, de Granvelle as they conceive no
sinister opinion of our proceedings in this behalf, as indeed we,
mind in no wise to give them any occasion to the same, but have
utterly determined with ourselves to preserve our honour, and t$
use ourselves towards him in the handling of this matter as th|
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